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a time Alexander III shared some of the French feeling of
bitterness toward Bismarck.1 He could not reconcile Bis-
marck's assurances of disinterestedness in Constantinople
and the Balkans with the despatch of German officers to
drill the Turkish army and with the enthusiastic reception
at the German maneuvers given to the Turkish general,
Muktar Pasha. Like the French, he was suspicious and
irritated at the publicly announced renewal of the Triple
Alliance in 1887. As its terms were secret, he not unnatu-
rally suspected that it might contain offensive designs on the
part of Austria and Italy detrimental to Russia's ambitions
in the Eastern Mediterranean. Soon after the renewal of
the Triple Alliance, Crispi, who had become Italian Pre-
mier in July, 1887, had ostentatiously visited Vienna, and
then gone on to confer with Bismarck at Friedrichsruh. On
his return journey he informed the Frankfurter Zeitung
that Italy wished well to Bulgaria, but "there can be no
doubt that Italy, like every other European state, has every
reason to fear Russia's advances to Constantinople. We
cannot allow the Mediterranean to become a Russian
lake/'8
To all these grievances was added another. In the sum-
mer of 1887, Russia suddenly found that the ruble was fall-
ing in value and that there seemed to be a systematic com-
paign in Berlin against Russian securities. This was partly
due to a ukase in May which naturally shook German faith
in Russian credit: it forbade the acquisition or inheritance
of landed property by foreigners in Western Russia, or their
employment as managers of estates. As Germans owned
much land in Russia and were largely employed in the
management of estates, the ukase looked like an unjustifi-
able expropriation of property. This not unnaturally led to
* On the so-called "Bulgarian Documents" and their alleged forgery,
see G.PM V, 338-350, and J. V. Fuller, Bismarck's Diplomacy at its Zenitht
pp. 205 ff; 292 ff.                    2 Quoted jn Robertson, Bismarck, p. 460.